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funding io elabje ir to produce
a busiless case and plans for
a modern communiry centre
on the Ross of Mull.

The former school at Pen-
nyghael is owned by the as-
sociation, having been bought
from the council in2006,but
needs urgent repairs to make
it wind and watertight until
the plans come to fruition.

Councillors agreed to allo-
cate f,5,000 to help maintain
the building but wanted to
know ifthe business case and
plans would be looking at a
new build or redeveloping the
existing old school.

The matter was continued
until the area committee's
December meeting.
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A HATILAGE and plant busi-
ness on Tiree has been eiven
the go-head br Oban, 

-Lorn

and the Isles Area Committee
to relocate his business.

Iain MacKinnon applied fior
outline permission to build
a 30m long by 17m riide by
4.8m high industrial building
on land west of 34 Balephe-
trish after receiving norice
to quit from the business's
premises at the 'camp' at
Crossapol.

The site was considered by
planning officials as unsuit-
able for an industrial-style
building and other locations
on the island were suggest-,
ed but turned down by Mr
MacKinnon as unavailable
or too costly to develop. Of-
ficials recommend the area
committee should refuse the
application as it did not fit
with its pglicy o,11,s.rna!! qcale-
development in rural areas.

However, Councillor Mary
Jean Devon argued that there
were sporadic agricultural
buildings within the area that
were as big if not bigger than
the proposed building and
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curious visitors take a peek inside veronica Slater's wallpapered att carayal.

Art for sale at Veronica's
Mull 'caravan show'
IT IS AN unlikely place for
an art exhibition - a small, di-
lapidated caravan on the Ross
of Mull.

A year after artist Veronica
Slater moved to the island and
several rolls of wallpaper lat-
er. she is using it to show her
obsession with Mull's mobile
homes.

'I was looking for a place to
work. a sfudio,'said Veronica.
'I thought a caravar was go-
ing to be what's most avail-
able. And that got me'looking
at all the old caravans.'

She took over a small one,
formerly in use as a potting
shed, near Fionnphort.

'Because I didn't have any
canvasses or anything, I start-
ed working on the caravan it-
self.l She covered the exterior
with a classic wallpaper to
arcate an unusual inside-out
work of art.

Story by
CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

On display inside the mobile
home are a series of painted
omaments by the artist.

It has been open to the pub-
lic this month as part of an
exhibition entitled Caravan,
with further paintings, pho-
tographs and film footage on
show at An Tobar Arts Centre
in Tobermory.

Veronica said the exhibition
has been warm.ly received, as
it draws on a familiar feature
of the Mull landscape.

'It's been great, it's been
fantastic. It connects the com-
munity. Caravans are very
much an intrinsic part of life
on Mull. '

The work has used locally-
sourced or recycled materials.
Veronica designed her own
caravan-themed wallpaper,

using photographs taken on
Mull. printed on paper sup-
plied by Mull and Iona Envi-
ronmentally Sensitive Solu-
tions.

'People have really engaged
with the wallpaper with all
the caravan picrures on it;
they have been spotting their
caravan.' She added many
islanders had stogies to tell
about the caravans, their own-
ers, history and locations.

The afi show finishes to-
moffow (Friday) after which
Veronica has big ideas for
her small premises. She has
not ruled out taking the two-
wheeled studio on the road
with a west coast tour.

'All the west coast islarids
har e th is part icular relar ion-
ship with caravans,' she said.
'This caravan is probably not
going to go anywhere, though,
it's seen better days.'


